"~ commission of crimes, produces directly oppositeeffects. T'he

o . “ VOTES AN‘D_i?ROCEEDINGS-

- Your édtdui_ittee have also received -infbrmaioﬁni that the diééipline of ‘the Penitentiary is ng

" maintain4d with uniform vigor. that it is sometimes excessively lax and sometimes unne.

‘cessarily rigid.. Thisisan evil which ought to be corrected, as ittendsto prevent the growth

- of Food dlspdsitions among the prisioners; a treatment uniformly ener;i'étic, but not tyranical

dictated by tapride, is the only one by which a change in the morals and dispositions of the.
criminals can be wraught.They have also received information which ‘induce them to believe,

~ that gross impositions arepracticed upon the'state -in the sup,;\)ly of muterials for the variou
t

' “manufactures carried oningthePenitentiary. = An enquiry outhis subject ought to be instituted
- by'means of a select committee, which mdy save the state large sums of money, wasted by the
' ‘mannerin which materials are’supplied. =~ =~ o .
" Your committee having laid beiore fHe house such informatios asthey have obtained, it
- must be .dmitted that the preseitt situatidn of the Pehitentiary constitutes it a rpere Augean
stable of abuses, that ftis not only the rtceptacle, but the nurséry. of crinre; in short, thatit
is nothing more than a manufacturitig establishment, differing only from other establishments

. - ot that kind, in the c'rctimstance that the’persons employed are collected from the refuse of

menkind. ' It has failed entirely ‘to accomplish the purpeses for which it was instituted, and
although humanity may lamersit'the want of succi:ss of the experinicnt, public justice imgeri-
. ously demands, that uniess sonie'vesyy important changes can be made, 50 as to cliect the object
of its establishment, thie preventionof crimes und the reformation of offenders, that it should

- .be wholly abandoned. At'present it is nothing more than a stdte manufactory, where the

meanest, the most profligate aird abandencd of the community are éemployed. . As now organ.
fsed, itis nO‘beneﬁ}t' to the state even viewed as a mianufactoty, and operates greatly to the dis-
- advantage of a large and respectable class of society, those'empléyed in the various mechanic
" arts. Besides injuring ‘the manufactures of the honest artizan, annvally wretches are disgor-
ged from the Penitentiary who mingle in society, as hatters, shoe makers, comb makers, &¢,
thus degrading those who have honestly and 1dustriously pursued those avocations.
_ Your committee areunwillipg to fecommend the immediate abandonment of the Peniten-
tiary sy stem, #isthey are impressed with the idea, that it has not been fairly tested.  Believing
that all estabtishments of the kind must hecessarily have in its tirst organization, defects which
tiine, patience and experience will never fail to correct. ‘They arc also of opinion ‘that the
Penitentiary. wasnot organized in as efficient a mauner as it was susceptible. "l'hey also fed
- a horror of recurring toa more sanguinary system as directly opposed to the spirit of the age,
-and entirely hostile to the republicaninstitutions of the country. Moreoverthey are convinc-
- ed that a severe and sanguinary penal code, so far from ch‘eckin§ the growth or preventing the
. Mstory of the criminal juris-
rudence of.great Britain cenfirms the truth of this position. Half a ceotury ago, when
lackistone published his commentaries, he stated that at thattime, therc were more than one
hundred and sixty offences for which the laws of England inficted the punishment of death.
And it is an indisputable fact, that more felons are executéd in lingland in ene ycar, thanin all
the governments of Europe beside. Thata mild penal code f:‘ovicﬁng foir the punishment of
“offenders by other methods than the forfeiture of life, croppfag, branding, &c. is more effec-
tual, both to prevent crimes and reform offenders, to satidy the justice of the state, with-

B ¥

.. out disregarding the dictates of humanity, isthe opinion of‘the most enlightened statesmen

‘of modern times. From the period when Beccaria wrote hit essay tothe late cffortof the elo-
"quent and enlightened Mackintosh, the most eminent mea of all'countrics have exclaimed

' ag*: nst a-barbarous and vindictive criminal code.

-Your committee therefore recommend that the Penitentiavy system be reorganised, that its

effective. ™ .

- internul administration be rendered more accountable to tke state, andin many respects more |

For the information of the house l¥our committee will state that the penitentiary has cost the |}

state from its first organization to the Suth of November 1823, inclasive, the sum of two hun-

. dred and ¢ighty one thonsand, five hundred and sixty fourgiollars and twenty eight and an_half k

cents. The state has expended within the twolast yearsen account of the penitentiary forty

- five thousand one hundred and ten dollars and thirty thec cents; its annwal charge upon the

public treasu1y may be estimated at $20,000. Your committee believe that the change of the
penitentiary on the public funds will diminish.  Still“in the present exhausted state of thc
treasury and embarrassment of the public finances, unle¢s some very material changes can be
made to render the institution more beneficial to the state, and less burthensome to the trea-

. - sury, the people will not be disposed to sustain it any loager. As a committee has been ap-

pointed by the legislature for the express purpose of injuiring into the expediency of reor-
ganizing or wholly abandoning the penitentiary system; your committee will very concisely

suggest some alterations inthe system as they believe willenable it notonly to support itself,but
to eifect the main purposes for whieh it wasinstituted, and become the means of entirely car-

: l‘yiu%into effect the mild and humane criminal code which now exists in this state.

our committee beg leave to recommend that the act concerning crimes and punishments

be revised, that offences of the highest grade, such as trepson, murder, rape, arson &c: be pu-
hished with death or confinement for life. That «flences #f the second grade, manslaughter,
grand larceny &c. he punished for a term not less than fifteen years, and if the convict is with-
?ut a family, that he be banished from the state when discharged; that for all remaining of-
ences, different terms of confinement bie assigned according to the degree of criminality and
the mstunees attending their commission, and that no term be less than five years. That
for all offences witich ought to-be pupished for terms less than five years, the courts of justice

:
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